THE ROOT OF BITTERNESS IS IN ALL MEN – (EXIBIT A)

06-04-06

(Heb 12:14-16)  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall [ever: Amplified Bible] see the Lord: Looking diligently [i.e. watching closely] lest any man fail [to fall short (be deficient)] of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby any be defiled [sullied or tainted, contaminated]; Lest there be any fornicator [whoremonger (sexually immoral: NIV)], or profane person [heathenish, wicked (godless: NIV)], as Esau, who for one morsel of meat [food] sold his birthright [sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son: NIV].

1. The American College Dictionary: root = the source or origin of a thing.

2. Amplified Bible: “lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you” = in order that no root of resentment (rancor, bitterness, or hatred) shoots forth and causes trouble and bitter torment. 

3. Strong’s Concordance: bitterness = Gk: acridity (espec. poison), lit. or fig:--bitterness. /// (through the idea of piercing); sharp (pungent), i.e. acrid (lit. or fig.):--bitter.

4. Strong’s Concordance: springing up = Heb: only used in the implied sense, to germinate or grow (sprout, produce), lit. or fig.:--spring (up).

THE SEED OF BITTERNESS SOWN

(Gen 25:20-26)  And Isaac [laughter (mockery)] was forty years old when he took Rebekah [to clog by tying up the fetlock; fettering (by beauty)] to wife, the daughter of Bethuel [destroyed of God] the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban [white] the Syrian. And Isaac entreated [prayed to] the LORD for his wife, because she was barren [unable to bare children: Amp.]: and the LORD was entreated of him [granted his prayer], and Rebekah his wife conceived. And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to inquire of the LORD. And the LORD said unto her, [The founders of: Amp.] Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels [and the separation of two peoples has begun in your body: Amp.]; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder [Esau] shall serve the younger [Jacob]. And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb. And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment [covering]; and they called his name Esau [rough (i.e. strong physical connotations)]. And after that came his brother out, and his hand [power] took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob [heel-catcher (supplanter)]: and Isaac was threescore [60] years old when she bare them.

1. Strong’s Concordance: Esau = Heb: Esau, an Edomite /// in the orig. sense of handling; rough (i.e. sensibly felt); Esau, a son of Isaac, including his posterity.

2. Strong’s Concordance: Jacob = Heb: heel-catcher (i.e. supplanter).

3. The American College Dictionary: supplanter = 1. to displace of supersede, as one thing does another. 2. to take the place of another, as in office or favor, through scheming, strategy, or the like.

4. Strong’s Concordance: struggled together = to crack in pieces, lit. or fig.:--break, bruise, crush, discourage, oppress, struggle together.

5. Commentary: “two nations… two manner of people” = the natural man and the spiritual man. Unsaved Esau, and Jacob who became saved Israel (Heb: prince with God) once the covering chaff of Esau was entirely separated (prophetically Gen 32:28; in fact Gen 35:10). Esau or Edom is a biblical symbol of “the flesh.”

6. Commentary: “twins in her womb” = a type of schizophrenia. Jerusalem (symbol of the church) in Hebrew means “dual”; natural man and spiritual man – “struggling” within us.

7. Strong’s Concordance: red = Heb: 'admoniy, ad-mo-nee'; reddish (of the hair or the complexion):--red, ruddy /// 'adam; to show blood in the face), i.e. flush or turn rosy:--be (dyed, made) red (ruddy) [from which the name “Adam” is derived].

8. (1 Cor 15:45,46)  And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul [a life receiving soul]; the last Adam [Jesus Christ] was made a quickening [life giving] spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.

9. (Gen 2:7)  And the LORD God [“God is a spirit” John 4:24a] formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

10. (1 Cor 15:22)  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

11. Strong’s Concordance: hairy = Heb: in the sense of dishevelling; hair (as if tossed or bristling):--hair (-y), X rough /// to storm; by impl. to shiver, i.e. fear:--be (horribly) afraid, fear, hurl as a storm, be tempestuous, come like (take away as with) a whirlwind.

12. Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary: The Edomites were descendants of Edom, or Esau – an ancient people who were enemies of the Israelites. The Herod family of New Testament times was of Edomite stock. 

13. Dakes Annotated Reference Bible: The Edomites and the Israelites have been two different peoples in manners, customs, and religion from the very beginning. Edomites were idolaters (“the gods of Edom” 2 Chr 25:20). The history of Edomites is one of wars with Jews. The struggle between Jacob and Esau was partially fulfilled in their descendants many times. It will be completely fulfilled in the Millennium…under Messiah.

THE ROOT OF BITTERNESS SPRINGING UP:

ESAU DESPISED HIS BIRTHRIGHT

(Gen 25:27-34)  And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning [yada; understanding] hunter, a man of the field [wild]; and Jacob was a plain [complete; usually (mor.) pious; spec. gentle, dear:--coupled together, perfect, plain, undefiled, upright] man, dwelling in tents [covering]. And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison [a type of phileo love]: but [i.e. an indication of serious strife (syn: conflict, discord, fighting, dissention, friction, rivalry) between husband and wife] Rebekah loved Jacob [a type of agapao love: Gen 27:13]. And Jacob sod [seethed (boiled)] pottage [soup]: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint [thirsty (hungry), weary]: And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom [red (i.e. “the first man Adam”)]. And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright [the right of the firstborn]. And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me [Esau was the center of his universe: five references to the “I” of Lucifer: Isa 14:13,14]? And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentils [i.e. beans]; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.

1. Commentary: Three hunters are mentioned in the Bible. Their names and order of appearance: Nimrod (Gen 10:9), Ishmael (Gen 21:20), Esau (Gen 25:27). All three were God-less.

2. (Gen 3:1)  Now the serpent was more subtle ['aruwm, aw-room'; cunning (usually in a bad sense):--crafty] than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

3. (Gen 27:13)  And his mother [Rebekah] said unto him [Jacob], Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me them.

4. The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible: birthright = right of the firstborn. While all a man’s sons had his protection and some benefits, the First-born son had a special inheritance. His was the principal inheritance of property and name. Through him the Family line was continued.

5. (2 Chr 21:3)  And their father gave them great gifts of silver, and of gold, and of precious things, with fenced cities in Judah: but the kingdom gave he to Jehoram; because he was the firstborn.

6. (Psa 89:26-29)  He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my salvation. Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth. My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him. His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven. 

7. Commentary: Esau, as the firstborn, had a birthright to a double portion of the family estate. The double portion was a mark of the father’s blessing and consisted primarily of physical things.

8. Wilson’s Old Testament Word Studies: lentils = a kind of pulse resembling small beans, used chiefly by the poor, ground into meal, and made into a red kind of pottage.

9. The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible: lentils = The fruit of a leguminous plant of the pea family. Jacob’s pottage made from lentils was probably similar to the modern Arab dish called mujedderah, made from lentils, onions, and rice stewed in olive oil. The reddish-brown color of lentil stew seems to be connected with the name Edom (= “red”). 

10. Strong’s Concordance: despise = Heb: to disesteem: despise, disdain, contemn (-ptible), + think to scorn, vile person.

11. The American College Dictionary: despise = to look down upon, as in contempt; scorn; disdain. Antonym: admire.
