WHAT LIVES IN THE SOUL OF MAN?

06-18-06

(John 2:23-25)  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.

1. (Rom 10:17)  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

2. commit = Gk: to have faith (in, upon, or with respect to, a person or thing), i.e. credit; by impl. to entrust (espec. one's spiritual well-being to Christ):--believe (-r), commit (to trust), put in trust with.

3. Commentary: What is in man? Two things. As revealed in our last message of 06-11-06, the flourishing tree of knowledge of good and evil that symbolizes our soul which has taken root in us, and also the lifeless seed of the tree of life that symbolizes our spirit dead to God that has taken “no root” in us (Mat 13:6; Mark 4:6,17; Luke 8:13).

LOOKING BACK… UNTO DEATH, OUR SOULICAL LIFE

(Gen 19:23-26)  The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar. Then the LORD rained upon Sodom [perverted doctrines] and upon Gomorrah [perverted works] brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;  And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground [i.e. everything]. But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt [powder /// to disappear as dust: to vanish away].

1. (2 Pet 2:5-8)  And [God] spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; And delivered just Lot, vexed [to labor down, i.e. wear with toil (fig. harass)] with the filthy conversation of the wicked: (For that righteous man dwelling among them [“among thorns” Luke 8:14], in seeing and hearing, vexed [to torture: pain, torment, toss] his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)

(Luke 17:26-33)  And as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed [“the glory which shall be revealed in us” Rom 8:18]. In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back. Remember Lot's wife. Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.

1. The Nelson Study Bible: Lot’s wife represents who are attached to earthly things, those whose hearts are still in this world. Like Lot’s wife, such people will perish.

2. The Nelson Study Bible: Those who invest their lives in advancing Christ’s kingdom, even to the point of suffering and death, will receive great privilege and glory in the climactic reign of Christ (see Mat 5:10-12; 19:27-30; 2 Tim 2:12; Rev 20:4-6).

(Luke 9:57-62)  And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.  And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head [i.e. you may have to do without the creature comforts]. And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God [“the kingdom of God is come” Mat 12:28; Luke 10:9,11; 11:20 (in the present and future)]. And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house [prioritizing friends and family above God]. And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. //// (Luke 10:1)  After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.

1. plow = Dict: an agricultural implement for cutting furrows in and turning up the soil, as for sowing or planting.

LIVING IN THE PAST

(Mark 5:1-5)  And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes [east of Jordan (the wilderness)]. And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean [demonic] spirit, Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: Because that he had been often bound with fetters [shackles for the feet] and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder [pulled in pieces] by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones [symbols of God’s laws].

1. tombs = Gk: a remembrance, i.e. cenotaph (place of interment):--grave, sepulcher /// memory:--remembrance.
2. (Isa 43:25)  I, even I, am he that blotteth out [to stroke out or rub out; to erase; also to smooth (as if with oil): abolish, wipe (away, out)] thy transgressions [rebellions, sins] for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. [Jer 31:33,34; Heb: 8:10-12]

WHAT WAS THE MAN IN THE TOMBS THINKING ABOUT?

(Mark 7:14-23)  And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand: There is nothing from without [outside] a man, that entering into him can defile him [to make profane: pollute, unclean /// unholy]: but the things which come out of him [i.e. the fruit], those are they that defile the man [but where do they come from??]. If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. And when he was entered into the house from the people, his disciples asked him concerning the parable. And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him; Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats? And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.

1. Gen 6:5  And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

2. (Jer 17:9)  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

3. (1 Sam 16:7)  But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.

(2 Cor 5:17)  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Amen

